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in prose and verse, existed long before that period.
The inscription of Harisena is a panegyric on his royal patron Samudiragupta. It contains 9 stanzas in 30 lines and an equal number of prose lines. It show® a clear mastery of the Kavya style and tries to rival the style of Kalidasa. t-This is engraved on a pillar' at Allahabad and must be assigned to a period prior to 350 A.D. The prose portion is full of long compounds whereas the verses are simpler.
The inscription of Vatsa Bhatti belonging to 473 A J>. contains 44 stanzas or 1 50 lines and is meant to commemorate -the consecration of a temple of ih& Sun god at Dasapura, the modern Mandasor. A study of this shows that the Kavya form must have reached a high stage of development by the 5th century A. I>. The style has close resemblance to that of Kalidasa and so it is inferred that Vatsa Bhatti must have known and used Kalidasa's poems, especially the Meghaduta and the Ritusamhara.
Kalidasa
Date of Kalidasa: It is an irony that practically very little is known about the life and date of the greatest of Sanskrit poets, Kalidasa. Numerous theories have been forwarded about his date based upon certain iatenal or external evidences; but there are so many that many of ttesf theories